 University of Limerick Choir


The University of Limerick Choir is a group of students and staff who perform a wide range of choral works throughout the year.


The University of Limerick Choir, under the direction of Dr. Helen Phelan, continues to perform a variety of challenging and interesting musical projects. 


Last semester, the choir tackled a unique collection of West Gallery Music from the Isle of Man. The premier performance of this work took place as part of the Anáil Dé: Breath of God Festival of Sacred World Music.


The choir sponsors two main community outreach projects: Hope and Homes for Children, a Romanian-based charity, and Milford Hospice, which shares the campus with the University of Limerick. 


Highlights for Spring, 2002


This semester, the choir will perform a series of anthems ranging from Wesley to Elgar. An evening concert in the Augustinian church, in aid of Hope and Homes for Children will take place on Wednesday, April 17th. The choir will also sing a selection of this repertoire in an evening event for Milford Hospice. 


New members are always welcome, especially at the beginning of the semester.


Rehearsals: Thursdays  7-8.30pm, C0079, Main Building 





During 1999-2000, the choir gave three very successful concerts. The first was a performance of polyphonic renaissance works in the magnificent acoustic church of Glenstal Abbey. It then competed in the Limerick Choral Festival in St. Mary's Cathedral as part of Civic Week and was the winner in its class. A Christmas and an Easter Concert, in conjunction with the Mary Immaculate College Choir and the Limerick Baroque Players, was also a main musical event in which the choir is involved.


The first rehearsal for the Spring Semester will be on Thursday 14th February at 7:00 pm in Music Room C0079 in the Main Building. New members are very welcome. 





During 2000-2001, the choir performed in a number of very successful concerts which included a performance of polyphonic renaissance works in the magnificent acoustic church  of Glenstal Abbey; two lunch-time concerts in aid of Hope and Homes for Children; a Christmas concert in Milford House Nursing Home/Hospice; a fundraising concert in Newport.  The choir also participated in a fund raising concert for Milford Hospice, as well as singing with the University of Limerick Orchestra in their Christmas concert.  A new departure for the choir in 2001 was to sing in the musical Chess as the backing choir.


During 1999-2000, the choir gave three very successful concerts. The first was a performance of polyphonic renaissance works in the magnificent acoustic church of Glenstal Abbey. It then competed in the Limerick Choral Festival in St. Mary's Cathedral as part of Civic Week and was the winner in its class. A Christmas and an Easter Concert, in conjunction with the Mary Immaculate College Choir  and the Limerick Baroque Players, was also a main musical event in which the choir is involved.


The choir is looking forward to many more exciting projects in 2001/2002 one of which will be another lunch-time Christmas concert in the Performing Arts Centre on 13 December 2001.  This concert will be a free concert but donations will be taken up for Hope and Homes for Children.   If you enjoy singing you are most welcome to join us. Just come along to the first rehearsal in Week 2.
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 The Choir & Rehearsals


The Choir is formed by around 30 singers (students and staff).  The Choir is conducted by Helen Phelan of the Irish World Music Centre.


A small Committee of singers are involved in the running of the choir.


Since 1999 the Choir has been specialising in polyphonic music of the 16th and 17th century, having performed -among other pieces- T .L. de Victoria’s O Vos Omnes, Lassus’ Adoramus Te, Jaquet de Mantua’s O Jesu Christe, Janequin’s Faisons le dire. Other pieces performed this year include Gabriel Faure’s Cantique de Jean Racine, and Benjamin Britten’s Hodie from "A Ceremony of Carols".


 


 �
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Rehearsals


Rehearsals take place every Thursday between 7:00 and 8:30 p.m. in the Music Rooms of Block C, in the Main Building of the University of Limerick .


�
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Previous Concerts


The most significant concert to date was the performance of Vivaldi’s Gloria for the opening of the Concert Hall in 1993.


Every Easter, the U. L. Choir, Mary Immaculate College Choir and the Limerick Baroque Players give a joint concert. Previous concerts have included performances of:


Bach’s Cantatas, in St. Michael’s Church, with the Mary Immaculate College Choir and the Limerick Baroque Players 


Pergolesi’s Stabat Mater in St. Mary’s Cathedral, Easter 1999, with the Mary Immaculate College Choir and the Limerick Baroque Players 


Acis and Galilea with the Mary Immaculate College Choir and the Limerick Baroque Players 


Mendelssohn’s Elijah with the Mary Immaculate College Choir and the Limerick Baroque Players





At Christmas, the Choir give a lunchtime concert in the Performing Arts Centre in UL.  Admission to the concerts is free but the occasion is used to fundraise for  Hope and Homes for Children.





Other Christmas concerts included performances of polyphonic 


            renaissance works in the magnificent acoustic church  of Glenstal                                                         Abbey in conjunction with the Monks of Glenstal Abbey and the Glenstal Abbey School Choir.  The 2000 concert was recorded by RTE.  





A new departure for the choir in 2001 was to sing in the musical Chess as the backing choir. 
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�Here is a copy of the calendar of events for 2001-2002
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Previous Conductors:


The choir was set up in 1992 by Clem Garvey. Afterwards, the following people have been in charge:


1992-1994 Clem Garvey


1994-1998 Gareth Cox (MIC Music Department)


1998-1999 Sandra Joyce (Irish World Music Centre)


1999-2001 Albert Llussà i Torra 


current:    Helen Phelan (Irish World Music Centre)


�
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Autumn Semester


�


Thursday 13th December - 


Lunchtime Recital �@ 1:15pm in the Performing arts Centre, IWMC, UL, Limerick


A varied repertoire of renaissance, classical, modern and Irish choral repertoire will be performed.


Donations will be taken up for Hope and Homes for Children.


�


 December (date to be confirmed)


Christmas Concert in Milford Hoispice, Castletroy, Limerick . �Evening Concert (To Be Confirmed)�
�
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Irish World Music Centre:�http://www.ul.ie/~iwmc/


Department of Music,�Mary Immaculate College:�http://www.mic.ul.ie/music/music.htm�Mary Imaculate Music Society�http://www.mic.ul.ie/clubs/choralsoc.htm


University of Limerick Orchestra�http://www.ul.ie/~orchestra/


Irish Chamber Orchestra�http://www.icorch.com


Lucernarium �A chant and choral ensemble, also based in the University of Limerick.�http://www.ul.ie/~iwmc/luc_choir/index.html


Hope and Homes for Children, University of Limerick Support Group�A Limerick support group aims to raise funds for the charity group Hope and Homes.


www.hopeandhomes.org� 


Limerick University Concert Hall �http://www.uch.ie/


Chant and Ritual Song�A programme providing an opportunity for singers to develope their performance of chant and ritual song, �http://www.ul.ie/~iwmc/programmes/macrs/index.html


Lyric FM�Local radio station which focuses on classical music, 96-99 FM.�http://www.lyricfm.ie
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Choral Websites


Choral Ireland�An excellent free resource for choirs in Ireland, once a member, a calendar of choral events in Ireland can be viewed and updated . Also includes links to other resources both national and global..�http://listen.to/choralireland


Choral Net�The official web site for the International Federation for Choral Music. Includes many useful aids for both choirs and choir conductors.�http://www.choralnet.org/


Directory of Choirs in Ireland on the web�As the title says, includes a brief description of each choir along with a form where you can add your choir to site (great design ?).�http://www.ul.ie/~ulchoir/irishchoirs.html


MUSICA�Database of over 80,000 pieces of choral music.�http://musicanet.org/en/index.htm


Cumann Náisiúnta na gCór �(Association of Irish Choirs)�Drinan Street Cork, Ireland�tel : +353-21-512296�e-mail : cnc@iol.ie


Association of Irish Musical Societies (AIMS)  25 Harcourt Lodge, Goldenbridge �Dublin 8, Ireland�tel: +353-1-453 6406


British Choirs on the net�Provides links to British based choir�http://www.choirs.org.uk/
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Classical and Opera Related Web sites


Irish Music Network�A site covering a wide range of music in Ireland with gig,festivals and midi information .....�http://www.imn.ie/title.html


Irish Classical Music Guide�Provides many links to classical music related site in Ireland.�http://www.geocities.com/Vienna/1340/icm.html


Irish Opera Online�Includes information on opera organisations, events and other related activities in all of Ireland.�http://www.geocities.com/Vienna/1340/oi.html


Opera Ireland�An opera company based in Dublin which originated from the Dublin Grand Opera Society.�http://www.opera-ireland.ie/
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Contacting the Choir 


�


To contact the choir please use one of the e-mail addresses below . Your suggestions and comments, regarding any of the choirs performances along with any ideas or suggestions you would like to make concerning this web site are most welcome.


Conductor:�Helen Phelan �e-mail: helen.phelan@ul.ie


Anne Hickey


e-mail: anne.hickey@ul.ie


Web site�Web design and promotion: colm.mcgettrick@ul.ie


�
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